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Question from the Tourism Industry Association of the Yukon (TIA Yukon):  
Tourism is a broad industry that intersects with many sectors and government departments – it 
touches multiple aspects of a region – from economic, to environmental, to social, and cultural.  
Tourism is dependent on the infrastructure to support transportation, such as roads and 
airports, as well as infrastructure that allows people to stay connected, such as cell reception 
and internet access. Does your Party have any plans to support and invest in the infrastructure 
needed to help tourism thrive in the Yukon and/or if elected, what are some key infrastructure 
investments for which you would advocate to help the Yukon’s tourism industry? 
 
Over the last 6 years the federal Liberal government has made significant investments in 
Infrastructure in the Yukon. One just needs to look at the work being done on the North 
Klondike highway to see this plan in action. Through programs like the National Trade Corridor 
Fund, which has allocated over $800 million to Arctic and Northern projects, the Liberal Party 
has made Yukon infrastructure needs a priority. The Liberal government also signed a 10-year 
infrastructure agreement with the Government of Yukon that will see $445M in federal funding 
provided to the territory through the Investing in Canada plan. Notably, the Liberal government 
has also invested $2.75 billion into the new Universal Broadband Fund, which will see 98% of 
the country connected to high-speed broadband by 2026, and 100% by 2030. We understand 
how important infrastructure is to tourism and the Yukon and will continue to make these 
important investments. 
 
Question from the Yukon Outfitters Association (YOA):  
International travel restrictions imposed to mitigate COVID health risks have devastated the 
Canadian and Yukon tourism industry. What multiyear federal mechanisms would you champion 
to enable the revitalization, growth and safety of the international tourism industry in the 
Yukon? 
 
While having the borders closed was an important part of keeping COVID under control in 
Canada, we recognize that this is not sustainable. The federal Liberal government has been 
working to gradually re-open the border to fully vaccinated visitors. In early August, vaccinated 
Americans were allowed to visit Canada, and in September we will re-open to all international 
travelers who can provide proof of vaccination.  
While visitor numbers start to return to normal, the Liberal Party will continue to be here to 
support Yukon businesses through the winter months. A re-elected Liberal government would 
introduce a temporary wage subsidy and rent subsidy stream for sectors like hotels, tour 
operators, convention centers and festivals. Qualifying businesses in these sectors would be 
able to access a maximum subsidy rate of up to 75%, in order to help cover fixed costs like 
wages and rent between September 2021 until May 31, 2022. 
 



Question from the Wilderness Tourism Association of the Yukon (WTAY):  
Yukon’s wilderness tourism sector is made up of largely seasonal operations, with the majority 
of businesses operating in the summer season. These businesses are 100% visitor dependent, 
relying heavily on international visitors who book their trip anywhere from three to 12 months 
prior to their arrival. For the past two summer seasons Yukon’s wilderness tourism operators 
have carried the burden of hope that they would be able to successfully operate, however, they 
have been forced to decide between closing for the season or altering their business model and 
product offering enough to entice some local or other domestic visitation. Those that did 
operate had to contend with a wide variety of challenges such as: little to no staff support, a 
severely reduced operating season, uncertainty because of significantly reduced lead-times for 
bookings, and increased costs due to new operating protocols, safety measures, etc. While some 
operators have been able to access economic supports during COVID, the reality is two full 
summer seasons have passed where operators have not been able to generate enough revenue 
to keep their businesses alive until their next operating season; many will be forced to close for 
good unless there is continued support until such time they are able to start earning revenue 
again. Will the parties commit to continued supports for the tourism industry via programs such 
as CEWS and other current or new support programs?  
 
The tourism sector has been one of Canada’s hardest hit and is expected to be among the last 
to recover. The CEWS and the CERS have helped many of these businesses stay alive during the 
pandemic, and the Liberal government has extended these to continue this support. Even as 
the economy reopens, business and international travel will take time to recover. Recognizing 
the enduring impact of COVID-19 on the tourism sector, a re-elected Liberal government would 
introduce a temporary wage subsidy and rent subsidy stream for sectors like hotels, tour 
operators, convention centers and festivals. Qualifying businesses in these sectors would be 
able to access a maximum subsidy rate of up to 75%, in order to help cover fixed costs like 
wages and rent between September 2021 until May 31, 2022. A re-elected Liberal government 
will also extend the Canada Recovery Hiring Program until March 2022.  
 
Question from the Yukon Convention Bureau (YCB):  
YT Meeting & Conference audience is largely traveling Canadians. If 20-30% of eligible 
Canadians won't/can't vaccinate - does your party plan to find a path for those Canadian 
delegates to access travel to the Yukon?  
 
Allowing access to domestic travelers to the Yukon is ultimately the decision of the Government 
of Yukon. However, the federal government has delivered over 63 million doses of the COVID-
19 vaccines to Canadians and made it easy for those who can get vaccinated to be vaccinated. 
Specific details and parameters on vaccine requirements for federally regulated industries are 
currently being developed among several departments, however a re-elected Liberal 
government will support the meeting and conference industry throughout and beyond the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Question from the Yukon Historical and Museums Association (YHMA):  



Small to mid-size museums and historic sites are the backbone of tourism in rural Canada. 
Canadians recognize the value of heritage to the tourism sector: A 2020 study commissioned by 
the National Trust for Canada revealed that 60% of Canadians believe historic places are 
important for tourism because they represent places of interest for people to visit. A 2021 study 
commissioned by the Alberta Museums Association found that helping visitors and tourists 
explore a region or place was the third most commonly selected response when Canadians were 
asked to indicate the three most valuable functions of museums. How are you prepared to 
support the sustainability of Canadian museums and historic sites?  
 
Museum and historic sites the lifeblood of many communities in the Yukon. One example of the 
federal Liberal government’s support are the arts and culture investments in Budget 2021, 
including $41 million for the Museum Assistance Program as a part of the $200 million arts, 
culture and heritage Reopening Fund A re-elected Liberal government will introduce a matching 
program to address revenue loss for cultural venues. The program will match revenue coming 
from the sale of tickets for venues that are subject to reduction in audience or attendance 
capacity due to measures imposed by local health authorities until May, 2022. Admissible 
venues will include performing arts and culture venues, live theatres, and museums. The 
government will ensure that funds provided by this program will be used to support workers in 
the industry. 
 
Question from the Klondike Visitors Association (KVA):  
Tourism operators continue to experience a record labour shortage due to Covid-19 related 
challenges. How do you envision the federal government supporting the return of labour to 
Yukon tourism sector jobs?  
 
Building on our commitment to create one million jobs, through Budget 2021, the Liberal 
government introduced the new Canada Recovery Hiring Program. This support is set to be 
available from June 6 to November 20, 2021. A re-elected Liberal government would extend the 
program until March 31, 2022, to make it easier for businesses to increase wages, create new 
jobs, and grow their business. I recognize the challenges that some employers have faced in 
finding labour during the CERB/CRB supports periods — these are winding down and ending 
October 23. Additionally, a re-elected Liberal government would tackle housing affordability 
and accessibility through a 3-point plan in order to make it easier for the Yukon tourism sector 
to house prospective employees. 
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